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THE CONCEPTS OF LOVE 

1 Cor.13:1-end 

A. BASICS OF LOVE 

Every one on this planet earth is a hunter for love. We all hunt for the true love though 

hardly can most recognize the love we hunt for. This teaching is your discovery aid. 

I. WHAT IS LOVE?  

It is difficult to produce a universally definition of love. Why? Love has a variety of 

distinct but related meanings, in different contexts. None the less we can still define 

love as follows: 

• Love is a virtue that represents all human affection, goodness, kindness and 

compassion. [john 13:35; 1 john 3:10] 

• Love is a selfless loyalty to the joys and blessings of another. True love wills the 

happiness of another. . [1 john 3:17; Gal. 5:14] 

•  Love is a passionate and emotional strong affection and personal attachments. 

[Song of sol. 8:6] 

• Love is a means of climbing up to the love divine. The best way to love others is 

to love direct your love primarily to God.[1jhn.1:6, 2:11, 3:16, 4:20] 

In one word, love can be inter-personal driven, passion driven, and pleasure driven.  

II. IMPORTANCE OF LOVE 

• Because of its psychological importance, love has become the common theme of 

life.  

• In today’s world, love is a major catalyst of human relationship. We need it to 

facilitate the continuation of the species. 

• Love is a part of the survival instinct. We need it to keep ourselves together as 

human beings against any menaces.  

• It is the condition for human value. A loving heart is a state of true and total 

value. The lustful form of sexual passion isn’t true love. 
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III. THREE STAGES OF LOVE 

Attraction: this first stage of love is more individualized and romantic in desire. You 

just find him/her attractive. Attraction is both time and energy consuming. It could 

result to sexual lusts, if good care is not taken. Emotion, no matter how pure, isn’t 

enough to interpret true love. Avoid being driven by emotions. There could still be 

pits of deception on the pathways. Beware, lest you fall therein. 

Affection: this second stage speaks of feelings for him/her. It is romantic and may 

grow into lust and sexual intimacy if care is not taken. Here you must not be over 

depending on feelings without the balance of logic. Think rightly and open your eyes 

well. 

Attachment: this last stage speaks of commitment. It is the bound that promotes 

long term relationship to commitment level. It involves home sharing, pursue of 

common interest, parental cares, mutual defense and feelings for safety. 

 

B. THE CONCEPTS OF LOVE 

 

Today, many people, including Spirit filled Christians spent half of their life to 

search for true love without success; and some who gracefully have success end 

up spending the other half  of their life to keep it. Why? Many don’t really know 

what they need. You don’t just need any kind of love. We all need the true love. 

And how do we find it? It is by having the right knowledge about the concepts, 

styles or perception of love.  Let’s examine these concepts in the light of kinds of 

lovers. 

SIX TYPES OF LOVERS 

1. Ludic Lovers: ludic lovers are lovers who take love to be game of fun. How do you 

know them? 

a. They are players whose objective is to have as much fun as possible.  

b. They choose their lovers/partners by playing the field 

c. They  are more interested in quantity than quality of relationship 

d. It is easy and quick for them to recover from break-ups. 
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e. They see marriage as a trap and most likely to commit extra-marital sexual 

affairs- [infidelity] 

f. They regard sex as a sport and conquest 

g. Only engage in relationship to gain personal experience and challenges. 

h. The disadvantages of Ludus love include its likelihood of extra- marital 

affairs, and possibility of ludic lover becoming a sexual addict.  

 

2. Erotic Lovers: literally Eros speaks of the love of beauty. It is a highly sensual and 

passionate type of love. How do you know them? 

a. Erotic lovers are people who fall in love at first sight, being move by the 

bodily composition they cherished and lust after. 

b. They view marriage as an extended celebration and sex as ultimate 

pleasure. As a result they are fond of calling their partners by pet names 

such as “sweetie”, “sexy”, etc.  

c. They are unrealistic, hopeless romantic people, trapped in a fantasy. 

d. Its only advantage is its sentimentality. 

e. Its disadvantages include the inevitability of a decaying relationship and 

the dangers of living in a world of fantasy. 

 

3. Manic Lovers: mania love is a kind of love that is very obsessive while intimate. 

Manic lovers are thus people of intense, possessive and jealous love. Their kind of 

love is often the cause of domestic violence. How do you know them? 

a. They suffer from low self-esteem syndrome, being under the oppression 

of inferiority complex.  

b. They suffer from social insecurity and are therefore very jealous.  

c. Often secure their partners by messy, random means 

d. They see love as a means of social rescue, a force by which they reinforce 

their value. 

e. They place much importance on their relationship. 

f. They speak of their partners in possessive, hyper terms.  

g. They see marriage as ownership and children as either competition or 

substitution. 

h. They see sex as a reassurance of love. 

i. They are lovers who avoid committing sexual infidelity, being faithful and 

committed to their partners. 
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j. Its advantages is its intensity and faithfulness 

k. While the disadvantages are its obsession, jealousy, insatiability, 

possession, co-dependency and possibility of domestic violence. 

 

4. Pragmatic Lovers: pragma love has to do with that which is rational and practical. 

It is a kind of love that deals more with the head than the heart. How do we 

identify pragmatic lover? 

a. They are realists who speak rationally of their expectations from their 

partners. 

b.  They are people who select partners by comparison, shopping, and 

possibly hopping. 

c. They seek to find value in their mates and like to work with them to 

achieve a common goal. 

d. They carefully weigh costs and rewards of a relationship. Thus they see 

marriage and children as assets and liabilities. 

e. They see sex as both a reward and a means of procreation. 

f. They avoid sexual infidelity because of its adverse effects. 

g. Its main advantages are in its practicality and realism. 

h. And its advantages are in its lack of emotion and un-

demonstrativeness. 

 

5. Storgic Lovers: Storge is a compassionate, friendship, platonic love. It is a virtue 

of affection that often exists between family members, close friends and couples. 

It is based on kindred, similarity, intimacy, trust and security. What then are the 

characteristics of storgic lovers? 

a. They are friends first, the best of friends. This is the kind of friendship that 

can assume beyond the point of breakup, no matter what happen. 

b. They can hardly tell when their friendship turn to love. 

c. They choose partners on the basis of homogeny, equality and consistency. 

d. They place much emphasis on commitment, respect and understanding. 

e. They find the motivation to avoid committing adultery as to preserve the 

trust between them.  

f. They see marriage and children as legal forms of their union.  

g. To them, sex is of lesser importance. 
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h. Its advantage is its high level of intimacy, and disadvantage the lack of 

passion. 

 

6. Agapic Lovers: agape love is connected to God- it is the love of God. It is all 

encompassing, unconditional, and expressive through self-sacrificing. [John 3:16; 

1 jhn. 3:16-17]. How do you know an agapic lover? 

a. They are often spiritual, Spirit filled people. 

b. They view their partners as the will and blessing of God. 

c. As banquet lovers, they wish to take care of their partners to the best. 

d. They will remain faithful and committed to their mates to avoid pains. 

e. See marriage and children as sacred trusts from the Lord. 

f. They see sex as a gift to be exchanged between two people only. 

g. They will often wait, patiently for their partners’ return when break up 

occur. 

h.  They demonstrate love unconditionally; having been convinced it is an 

extension of Christ’s love to the church. 

i. Its advantages are its generousity, pureness and quality 

j. Its disadvantages include its feeling of guilt as in the case of incompetence 

or incompatible partners; and possibility of martyrdom in its deviant form.  

And, maintaining martyrdom is psychologically unhealthy for any one. 

 

What about “Erotomania” Love? 

a. This is a kind of love where a secret admirer secretly communicates his/her 

love by subtle means or methods. E.g. by body postures, eye signal and 

other seemingly innocent but seducing acts. 

b. If his/her feelings of affection are not being reciprocated, it could lead to 

delusion, psychosis and other forms of psychological disorder. It is a love 

that is concurrent with delusion of reference.  

c. These people need both spiritual and medical attentions to be free. 

 

Now here is the question you and I must sincerely answer: 

What kind or types of love is ruling your heart, relationship and 

family? Answer! 
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