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UNIQUENESS OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN LEADERSHIP 
 

The uniqueness of women leadership involves its supernatural element, for it finds source in a 

woman’s personal relationship with the living Christ, through the Holy Spirit and the Word. 

Let’s examine the six distinctive nature of Christian women leadership. 

1. It is Servant leadership 

Christian leadership is a position of a servant, as opposed to the world’s viewpoint of a 

boss. Submission to Christ authority and leadership is one of the hallmarks of Christian 

leadership. ((Luke22:24-27, Colossian 1:18) 

2. It is Christ like in Character 

 Christian women leadership requires the Christ-like character, unlike the secular and 

corporate world that may speak of morality, without strict submission to Christ, tenets 

of His Word and those characteristics listed in Titus 1:7-9. 

3. It is connected to the Holy Spirit 

Christian women leadership is distinctive as to its being explicitly a gift of the Spirit. We 

all have a responsibility to lead in certain capacities, e.g. as parent, Sunday school 

teachers, group leaders, etc; the special gift of leadership comes from the Holy Spirit. 

(Romans 12:6-8; I Corinthians 12:12-13)  

• You can not choose gift, take credit for it, or assume that your gift makes you 

superior to others. There should be no rivalry, discontentment or a feeling of 

superiority. 

• The gift of leadership often comes when you develop certain personality traits. 

E.g. Peter was a leader by virtue of personal strength (Act 4:8-12); James by 

virtue of practical wisdom (Act 15:12-21); Paul by virtue of intellectual capacity; 

Timothy by virtue of sacrificial service (Philippians 2:19-21); and John by virtue of 

his heart for God and man (as seen in his writing). 

• The gift of leadership is discovered and developed through life experience, 

training and maturing process.  You need diligence, faithfulness, hard work and 

commitment, to become an effective and great. 
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4. It is rooted in Godliness 

Christian women leadership is distinct as to its root in her abiding relationship with 

Jesus, and a product of a word-filled, Spirit-filled life. (Colossian3:16).  

• The Christian leader should always count on the presence and provision of the 

Spirit of God.  

• You need what it takes to earn the trust of your followers, communicate 

effectively to them, and providing leadership by the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

5. It is purposeful 

Christian women leadership is distinctive as to its strong desire to accomplish a vision, 

and a specific goal. Unlike world’s leadership dream, its motive isn’t fame, wealth, 

power, or position but the glory of God and rendering spiritual service to God.  

• It is to be redefined from self-service to self-sacrifices. (Mark 10:33-45)  

• It is to be accomplished through Christ model missionary purpose. 

• It should not be of selfish motive for personal agendas, wealth and fame.   

6. It operates by Christ Authority 

Christian women leadership is distinctive as to its authority. A Christian woman leader’s 

authority comes from Christ and operates in His Name. (2 Corinthians 4:5). 

WHAT LEADERSHIP IS 

1) Leadership is the ability to attract someone to the gifts, skills and opportunities you offer as 

a minister, pastor’s wife, business owner, manager, parent or teacher.  

2) It is the great challenge of life. What’s important in leadership is refining your skills, keep 

working on yourself until you become effective 

3)  It is being in front/ahead to show the way for others in a race, organization or competition. 

4) It is influencing others for cooperation towards accomplishment of a worthy cause. 

5) Spiritual leadership is the sense of responsibility, discipline, self control and exemplary 

lifestyle. 

 

 



 

3 BBJOHN©2012/FIREVISION | DIVINE LOVE MINISTRIES 

 

QUALITIES FOR WOMEN LEADERSHIP 

a. Sound, spiritual leadership qualities start by first being spiritually adept and inclined to 

lead others. Women with spiritual qualities are often spiritually wealthy in the power of 

God.  

b. Have strongly rooted conviction of your spiritual belief, along with the ability to 

influence others and gain their respect.   

c. If you want to be a good women leader who attracts quality people, the key is to 

become a person of quality yourself.  

d. Be Spiritually Matured. Women that are spiritually matured are often more centered on 

God and live their lives in a way that reflect their relationship with God.  Practice daily 

devotion, attend church regularly, etc. 

e. Cultivate an attitude of servitude. A Woman with a servant heart will serve and help 

others willingly. Spiritual leadership requires of you to be unselfish and considerate; be 

more conscious of the needs of others, reach out to them and helping the less privilege. 

f. Posses the Ability to teach and instruct others. This requires that you have good 

understanding of Bible doctrines and possessing the ability to effectively communicate 

God’s words to others.  

g. You must be a woman leader with a good listening ear, to offer the right  advice to the 

church. 

h. Have a sense of purpose in life, such that is usually grounded in the God’s truths and 

promises. It will add vision and structure to your life and ministry.  It will birth in you a 

sense of responsibility; perpetuate the spiritual-social values and legacy that will 

positively affect lives and nations. 

i. Be strong but never being rude. There are extra steps you must take to become a 

powerful and capable woman leader. To become a strong leader with a wide range of 

influence, you must be meek and never be rude.  

j. Be kind but not weak. Women leaders in ministry must not mistake kindness for 

weakness. Kindness is not weak. It is a certain type of strength. We must be kind enough 

to tell somebody the truth; be considerate enough to lay it all on the line. 
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k. Be Humble but Not Timid.  You can not get to the high place in life by being timid. Some 

people mistake timidity for humility. Humility is a God-like word that sparks a sense of 

awe and wonder.  Humility is a grasp of the distance between us and the stars yet 

having the feeling that we’re part of the stars. So, humility is a virtue, while timidity is a 

disease, an affliction, a problem. 

l. Be Courageous but Not Arrogant. It takes courage to win the day, to build ambition and 

accomplish great task. But the problem is being confident with arrogance or ignorance. 

m. Develop Humor Without Folly.  Women leaders must learn to be witty, but not silly, full 

of fun, but not of folly.  

 

FACTS ABOUT WOMEN IN MINISTRY 

1. Christ is the Head of the church: He is the Head of both male and female members. 

(Colossian1:18).   

2. Man is the head of woman: In the home and in the church. I Corinthians 11:3).  To be in 

submission to Christ, the wife must be in submission to her husband, and the child to father 

as the authority in homes 

3. The elders are Christ’s delegated authority in the churches. All of us must be in   submission 

to them to be in submission to Christ, the Head. The office of elder is a position of spiritual 

authority. Elder is the only official position for spiritual authority in the church that women 

are not to occupy. 

4. Males and females are absolutely equal and yet different, having distinct gifts and callings. 

(Galatians 3:28). 

5. Women are not called to be subject to men in general. There are two areas in which women 

are to be subject to male leadership. First, in the home – women must be subject to their 

own husbands. (I Peter 3:5)  Second, in the church –all must be in subject to leadership of 

the church, as the spiritual authority(I Peter 5:6)  

6. Now, in the church, women are restricted from occupying “the Elder” position of spiritual 

authority, but not over male children and young men.  
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7. Young male elders, while not under the spiritual authority of women, ought to exercise 

respect for women who are older and more matured in the Lord. (I Peter5:5) 

8. Women are not restricted from teaching, speaking or leading any groups, as long as they 

are not doing so in an authoritative manner from the elder’s position of authority. Joel 2:28; 

Act 21:9. 

9. Paul’s reason for prohibiting women from position of authority is because they are 

generally, more prey to spiritual deception than males; being more swayed by emotions 

than their more skeptical male counterparts. 

10. Women are not restricted from the office of deacon since it is not an authoritative position. 

The word deacon means servant. There is no biblical prohibition of women serving men. 

(Romans 16:1) “Commend unto your phoebe our sister, which is a servant of the church 

which is a Caesarea”.   

11. If women were restricted from ministry, other than Biblically restriction from office of the 

elder, the church of Jesus Christ would be motionless. Why? The majority of the works that 

make the church function has, historically, been done and likely will continue to be done by 

God’s faithful women. (Acts 1:14). 

12. Several Old Testament women were famous for their faith. 

� Included in the Hebrew 11 list are two women, Sarah and Rahab (Gen 21 & Joshua 2:6-22-25).  

� Hannah was a godly example of the Israelite mother, a praying woman of faith.[I Samuel 1].  

� Mariam, Moses’ older sister was a most remarkable woman who saved Moses’ life. She was 

a great worship leader and prophetess. (Exodus 2: 3, 7, 15:20-21; Micah 6:4) 

� Heman’s three daughters were worship singers in the house of the Lord. (I Chronicle 25:5-6).  

� Deborah was a great prophetess, and a judge in Israel (Judges 4:4-5).And she was also a co-

commandant with Barrack and also a prophetic singer, like Moses. 
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RELEGATION OF WOMEN 

By the New Testament times, the Jewish women had stopped being active in 

temple/synagogue worship. How? 

• Talmudic tradition (sometimes referred to as the oral law) had relegated women 

to an inferior, subservient, unbiblical role.  Although, there was a special area at 

the temple known as the “court of women”, women were not allowed to go into 

the inner court.  

• Extra-Biblical teachings that say women should not be allowed to read or speak 

in the synagogue had taken over.   

• The Jewish temple of Jesus’ days emphasized ethnic and male-female class 

distinctions in their religious practice.  

 

JESUS RESTORATION OF WOMEN 

A different picture unfolds in the ministry of Jesus Christ that indicates that Jesus welcome 

some women as travelling companions. Jesus’ respect for women was something strikingly 

new and in stark contrast to that of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Thus, in the redemptive 

work of Christ, all partitions were broken down and every believer, in regardless of race, sex 

or other distinctions now has equal access to God. (Ephesians 2:14). Paul asserted that the 

new Christian dispensation ushered in a new era. (Galatians 3:27-28).  

Women in the Life of Christ 

a. Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ was a good and godly woman.   

b. Anna, a prophetess makes a dramatic appearance at Mary’s purification ceremony (Luke 

2:36-37) Thus, women played prominent role in Jesus’ birth and dedication.  

c. A harlot turned Evangelist in John 4, brought a whole village to Jesus the very day she 

was converted. She became one of His evangelists.   

d. Certain Women who supported Jesus. They always “ministered unto Him of their 

substances”.  In Western Christian nations, 80% of the supports for the Lord’s work still 

come from women. 
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e. Martha and Mary to sit at His feet as disciples. Jesus was said to love them, and their 

brother Lazarus. John 11: 

 

f. The last persons at the Cross were Mary the mother of Christ, His mother’s sister, Mary 

the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene were the last persons. (John 19:25; Mark 

15:47)  

g. Women were the first at the Tomb on the resurrection day and first to proclaim the 

truth of Christ resurrection. (John 20:1; Mathew 28:8; John 20:17-18).   

 

WOMEN AND THE GREAT COMMISION 

a. The Jesus’ command; “Go ye into the all the world and preach the gospel to every 

creature”, is a commission for all believers, regardless of sex, colour, race or culture. 

And signs and wonders are to follow both sexes - ALL THAT BELIEVE (Mark 16:17 ;( 

John14:12). 

b.  Women were also empowered to be Christ’s witnesses on the Pentecost day.(Acts1:8; 

14, 2:1-4) 

c. Women were members of the prayer warriors who gathered at the home of John 

Mark’s mother to pray for the release of Peter (Acts 12:1-17) 

d. Women were the first persons to receive the Christian missionaries, Paul and Silas, in 

Europe. (Acts 16:13).  

e. And Lydia, a remarkable wealthy woman, was the first Europe convert. (Acts 16: 14 – 15; 

Acts 16:14; Philippians4:3).  

f. Priscilla was a teacher who explained “the way of God more perfectly” to Apollos, a 

powerful orator (Act18:24-28).   

g. Philip’s four daughters did prophesied, thereby fulfilling the prophecy 

concerning daughters in Joel 2: 28. (Act 21:8-9, Isaiah 44:3; Act 2:17, 

38-39).  
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